
' ' The dissolution of our official relations to the
Journal, and through it to the medical public,
is not, as will be imagined, a matter of indiffer-
ence with us. Maintained, as they have been,
for the period above mentioned, we can truly
say that, although they have necessitated the
expenditure of a very large amount of time and
labor, they have in many respects proved highly
advantageous to ourselves. The training which
an editor of a medical periodical is obliged to
undergo in the faithful discharge of his duties
can hardly be other than wholesome discipline,
even if fatiguing, and not infrequently irksome
and exacting."

That Dr. Morland stood high in the esteem of
his contemporaries is evident by the following
paragraph from a record of the Boston Society
for Medical Improvement.

"About the year 1840 interest began to wane :

new blood was needed. Of this it received the
best: Samuel Cabot, Jr., Henry J. Bigelow,
George Hayward and Morrill Wyman; while
S. L. Abbott, B. F. Cotting, N. B. Shurtleff,
Buckminster Brown, Lyman, Morland, Oliver,
Townsend, Gay, Derby and Francis Minot were

among those admitted to the Society during the
1840-50 decade."*

It is also interesting to note that the record
previously states that the "new-born 'Boston
Medical and Surgical Journal' received the
Society's support," and that in January, 1855,
the publication of the transactions were trans-
ferred from the American Journal of Medical
Sciences to the Boston Medical and Surgical
Journal, where they continued to appear until
recent years.

Dr. Morland was the author of a book on

"Diseases of the Urinary Organs," which met
with considerable success. In 1866 he won the
Fiske prize by an essay on uremia. His paper
on "Florida and South Carolina as Health Re-
sorts," which appeared in the Journal in 1872,
was the best and best known of his smaller
writings. He died in 1876, sincerely mourned
by his friends and confreres. His obituary in
the Journal states that "as a man and a physi-
cian Dr. Morland was alike excellent, of much
learning and ability joined to the most charm-
ing and unpretentious manners."

The following Spenserian stanza, of his com-

position, shows that his "clerkly hand" had
abilities in metrical as well as editorial compo-
sition.

HOME.
"Home Is the altar where affection's flame

Unalterably bright should ever glow.
In Listing letters friendship's sacred 11.e

Should beam upon the group that kneels below.
There if affliction's saddening power they know

Fond love should heal the wound with tender care,
Kend o'er the couch, and all things else forego

So that it soothe the heart and kindly share
The griefs which erring man is aye constrained to

bear."

LEGALIZATION OF ABORTION IN
FRANCE.

A peculiar situation has sprung up in France
in the wake of the German invaders. The claim
is made that a number of French women are

pregnant as a result of violation by the enemy.
Naturally the situation is odious to them and
numbers of them have appealed to the medical
profession for relief. They protest against be-
ing obliged to carry to maturity the fruit of a

forced union, especially since the assailants
were enemies of their country. Consequently
appeals for abortions have been made by many
of these unfortunate women.

The question raised has naturally received a

great deal of discussion. Many eminent physi-
cians, whose patriotism and sympathy seem in
times like these to be rather ascendent over

their calm professional judgment, have ex-

pressed themselves as being in favor of this pro-
cedure. However, the balance of opinion seems

to be against it, and the opinion expressed by
Professor Landouzy of the University of Paris
is the one which is generally accepted. He holds
that the induction of abortion is justified only
when the life of mother or child is jeopardized
by the continuation of pregnancy.

To avoid the hardships which would eventuate
if the families thus saddled with an unwelcome
addition were obliged to support the child,
M. Maloy has suggested a solution of this prob-
lem which has been adopted. The mothers are

allowed to abandon these children to the State,
which will bring them up as foundlings. The
father is allowed to disclaim his paternity. It
would be interesting psychologically to know
whether or not in all cases the mother will be
willing to surrender the infant, in spite of its
alien blood.* Harrington's History of the Harvard Medical School, Vol. II,

p. 700.
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